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4th International Forum for the Study of Chinese Culture

WATANABE Yoshihiro

On the basis of an agreement with the Institute of Ancient History, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, ‘it was decided some years ago that the Toho
Gakkai would hold an International Forum for the Study of Chinese Culture for
five years together with the Institute of Ancient History. Building on the
achievements of the Forum of Japanese and Chinese Scholars on Ancient Chinese
History, which had been held for ten consecutive years, this forum possesses
some new distinctive features. It expands the scope of research from ancient or
premodern Chinese history to Chinese culture as a whole, aims for the
integration of diéciplines (literature, history, philosophy, etc.) and covers a
longer time span (from the ancient period to the present day), and promotes to a
greater extent exchange and collaboration over a wide area through the results of
research on Chinese culture, centered on Japan and China.

The 4th International Forum for the Study of Chinese Culture was held on-line
on 20-21 May 2023 at Waseda University and the Institute of Ancient History.
This year’ s theme was “Military Affairs and State Governance in Ancient
China,” and a total of seventeen papers were presented by seven Japanese
scholars and ten Chinese scholars, with some lively discussion taking place.

The opening ceremony was chaired by Watanabe Yoshihiro Ex£3&{%, and the
opening address was given by Saitd Akira 7 . During the following plenary
session, chaired by Sengoku Tomoko fllZE%1F and Chen Shilong BREFHE,
four papers were presented. Huang Pumin E=#ME ( “An Exploration of the
Relationship between the Ancient Marshal’ s Art of War and pre-Qin  “Military
Rites’” ) focused on the Ancient Marshal’ s Art of War (Gu sima bingfa & 7]
E RE#E), which became the basis of the formation and growth of military

strategists in ancient China. According to Huang, this work provided norms for



