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The Grand Scribe and Shiji

KAKINUMA Yohei*

Abstract

This article focuses on the duties of the tawshi ling (Grand Scribe) in the Han dynasty. It
explores the background of the compilation of Sima Qian’s Shze. It examines the motivations
and conditions under which Sima Tan and Sima Qian, both as Grand Scribes, compiled
the Taishigong Shu (also known as the Shzji). The article points out that the Grand Scribe was
not only responsible for astronomy and calendar calculations but also oversaw document
proofreading, collection of stories and historical anecdotes, and the selection of officials,
with their responsibilities centered on “literature, history, stars, and calendars.” By analyzing
unearthed documents such as the Ernian liling (Second Year Law) and Gongling (Merit Regulations),
it explains that sh (scribe) was a qualification based on literacy, and the Grand Scribe stood
at the top of the sz system, responsible for managing the examinations and appointments
of historians nationwide. Therefore, Sima Tan and his son compiled their works as Grand
Scribes, not in the capacity of historians compiling history, but rather based on their literary
skills and family tradition. They were trying to connect the past and present and create a

unique discourse.

Keywords: Taishi ling, Shiji, astronomy and calendar, shi (scribe), Gongling
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